
 

 

WEST CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAGED RE-OPENING -11-19-2020 

Please Note: 

The following policy has been adopted by the Session to help guide our congregation 

through these difficult times. It represents our current position regarding the 

circumstances under which the church will be allowed to re-open for indoor worship and 

other church functions. However, it is a living document that the Session will review 

frequently and give further consideration in light of changed circumstances. It is our 

intention to remain faithful to our calling to serve the church with energy, intelligence, 

imagination, and love while making sure that we are mindful of the lives and health of our 

members and those with whom they come in contact.   

There is currently a danger to public health presented by the Covid-19 virus. There is a potential for 

spreading that virus with any gathering of people, especially in an indoor environment. Accordingly, the 

session of WCPC presents the following directives concerning indoor group activities conducted at our 

church facility for the duration of the Covid-19 crisis. A group activity is any activity involving interaction 

between two or more individuals who are not in the same family unit. The “level” within which the 

described activity is permitted is the alert level for Butler County provided by the Ohio Public Health 

Advisory System, https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-

system/. Social distancing is always understood to mean maintaining a distance of at least six feet from 

other individuals not in the same family unit.  

Level 4 (Purple) Worship services are to be conducted only online. Appropriate social distancing 

between family units and mask wearing are to be employed by the worship leaders and tech team as 

they utilize the sanctuary to present and record the worship service. All singing and speaking may be 

done without the use of face masks at the discretion of those whose presence within the sanctuary is 

necessary. The number of people within the sanctuary should not exceed 10. The community supper 

given on Monday nights will continue on a carry-out only basis. Only those individuals involved in 

preparing and handing out the meal are allowed inside the building, and the number of such individuals 

should not exceed 10. There should be appropriate social distancing between family units and face 

masks should always be worn. 

No other group activity is to be conducted inside without the consent of the session. 

Level 3 (Red) Worship services are to be conducted online but may take place outside weather 

permitting. Appropriate social distancing between family units and mask wearing are to be employed by 

everyone in attendance outside. All singing and speaking outside by worship leaders may be done 

without the use of face masks. For services conducted inside, wearing face masks remains at the 

discretion of those whose presence within the sanctuary is necessary. The number of people within the 

sanctuary should not exceed 10. There is to be no congregational singing for outside services. The 

community supper given on Monday nights will continue on a carry-out only basis. Only those 

individuals involved in preparing and handing out the meal are allowed inside the building, and the 

number of such individuals should not exceed 10. There should be appropriate social distancing 

between family units and face masks should always be worn. As with level 4, no other group activity is to 

be conducted inside the church building without the consent of session. However, consideration will be 



 

 

given to requests to meet inside made by small groups of 10 or less with a strong connection to the 

church whose meetings would last an hour or less. 

Level 2 (Orange) Worship services are to be conducted online but may take place outside weather 

permitting. Appropriate social distancing between family units and mask wearing are to be employed by 

everyone in attendance outside. All singing and speaking outside by worship leaders may be done 

without the use of face masks. For services conducted inside wearing face masks remains at the 

discretion of those whose presence within the sanctuary is necessary. The number of people within the 

sanctuary should not exceed 10. There is to be no congregational singing for outside services. The 

community supper given on Monday nights will continue on a carry-out only basis. Only those 

individuals involved in preparing and handing out the meal are allowed inside the building, and the 

number of such individuals should not exceed 10. There should be appropriate social distancing 

between family units and face masks should always be worn. As with level 4, no other group activity is to 

be conducted inside the church building without the consent of session. However, consideration will be 

given to requests to meet inside made by small groups of 10 or less with a strong connection to the 

church whose meetings would last an hour or less.  

Level 1 (Yellow) or four concurrent weeks of orange with the additional stipulation that the "H" (High 

Case Incidence) indicator not be met, services may take place in the sanctuary following the protocol 

for indoor services set forth in a separate document. The wearing of face masks for singing and speaking 

by worship leaders is at the discretion of the worship leaders. The number of people within the 

sanctuary should not exceed 75. There is to be no congregational singing. The community supper given 

on Monday nights will continue on a carry-out only basis. Only those individuals involved in preparing 

and handing out the meal are allowed inside the building, and the number of such individuals should not 

exceed 10. There should be appropriate social distancing between family units and face masks should 

always be worn. Groups of 10 or less may meet inside the church building with the consent of session. A 

group may only meet in the room or area designated by the session for that specific group, and at the 

time specified in the session’s consent. The session has previously approved a protocol for outdoor 

gatherings by church groups. That protocol remains in effect.  

Funerals present a particular challenge during this crisis. Our calling to care for the family and loved ones 

of the deceased, and to provide an appropriate space where the life of the deceased may be celebrated, 

must be balanced against our calling to be protective against the spread of Covid-19. During the time of 

this crisis the session has so far chosen to allow the use of the sanctuary for funeral services several 

times. In doing so, we have recognized that failure to allow the use of the sanctuary would have led to 

the funeral being held at a funeral home or other enclosed environment presenting even greater risk of 

spread of the disease. This decision has not been taken lightly. It should not be construed as a 

willingness on our part to open the sanctuary to indoor worship on a regular basis when the advisory 

level is at any level higher than Level 1 (as described in the above paragraph). Any future request for use 

of the sanctuary for a funeral, regardless of the advisory level in effect at the time of the request, will be 

addressed with this same understanding in mind, and voted on by the session. 

 


